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“The All Types of Computers” Club
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\We meet at the Simi Valley Public Library, March 10" and March 23" 7:30 pm.

Meetings are for beginners through advanced computer users and are free and open to the public.

For info.email: mailto:info@svcug.org, or website: http://www.svcug.org.

Thursday, March 10%, 7:30 pm

Computer Q & A
by Dennis Atherton

®,
DX

Jen Clausen will present
to user group members on behalf of
Sandhills Publishing

The presentation, aiming to educate attendees about
Sandhills Publishing's magazines and the Smart Comput-
ing User Group Program, will step members through an
issue of Smart Computing, convey the value of
SmartComputing.com through a live demonstration, and
introduce attendees to Smart Computing's sister publi-
cations - PC Today, Computer Power User, and the Ref-
erence Series. Each attendee will receive a packet of
Smart Computing goodies and be eligible to win other
Smart Computing merchandise. We invite anyone in-
terested in expanding their computer knowledge to at-
tend the Simi Valley Computer User Group meeting.

I Refreshments, Raffle,and 1
: Special User Group Prices :
1 Will be offered at the meetings.

Wednesday, March 23, 7:30 pm

Computer Q & A

by Dennis Atherton

Creative labs,
showing their ZEN product.

Video, Music, Photos -
When and Where you want

The Creative® Zen Portable Media Center is the ulti-
mate portable player for audio and visual entertainment.
Watch up to 85 hours of video, listen to over 9,000
songs and view tens of thousands of photos. Its intui-
tive Microsoft interface offers familiar, fast and easy
access to all your favorite digital media and gives you
the freedom to take it with you anywhere.

For further details of next meeting presentations,
check the website http://www.svcug.org,
or your eMail.

Please, send eMail to info@svcug.org

if you haven’t been receiving email announcements




Sounding the alarm over
spyware threats and
antispyware cooperation

by Linda Gonse, Editor, Orange County IBM PC Users' Group
WWW.0rcopug.org

When | first learned about spyware makers iSearch and iDownload
threatening anti-spyware advocates and anti-spyware makers in Feb-
ruary to cease and desist listing them as candidates for removal or
face legal action, | was incensed. http://www.windowssecrets.com/
050224/

Several sites have received the letters and now face steep legal
fees in fighting this brazen and outrageous threat to consumer rights
to share information and protect ourselves from being victimized by
spyware. http://www.edbott.com/weblog/archives/000491.html

What these spyware makers are saying is that their products are
not spyware, although available studies and articles all show that the
products are indeed spyware. http://www.dslreports.com/shownews/
60608

But, wait. It gets stranger. Another spyware company, WhenU,
actually struck a deal with Aluria to be delisted as spyware. Aluria
develops anti-spyware technology used by AOL and several other
ISP's affecting millions of users. Aluria actually agreed to remove
WhenU from the definitions it uses for Spyware Eliminator. WhenU
products are now declared "Spyware SAFE" and are left intact on the
systems of users, although WhenU's products did not change! What's
more, Ad-aware and Pest Patrol have also stopped listing WhenU's
spyware. http://www.dslreports.com/shownews/58023, http://
tinyurl.com/6b96j

Why is this happening? And, what effect will it have on users?

Apparently, spyware vendors, in anticipation of looming anti-
spyware laws, are attempting a public image makeover that includes
buying legitimacy from anti-spyware developers. http://tinyurl.com/
4rj90 The spyware makers are being driven by money. And,
antispyware makers who cooperate with them do so for the money,
as well.

If we cannot learn who makes spyware from advocacy sites, and
we cannot rely on antispyware makers to list them for removal, we
computer users are the ultimate targets/victims for the sleazy pro-
grams that install and run on our computers without our knowledge
and approval, that affect the performance of our computers and pro-
grams, and invade our homes and our privacy, without fear of litiga-
tion or removal.

Isn't this where computer users and user groups must band to-
gether and pressure antispyware companies to keep these perpetra-
tors in their databases? Shouldn't we lend our support to antispyware
vendors and tell them not to cave into these demands or we won't
buy or use their products? Isn't this a good time to write to your
legislator? NOW! Before you lose the right to protest and deny these
companies access to your computer and private information.

Names and addresses of your elected state and federal officials
are at http://www.congress.org/congressorg/home/ Find contacts at
antispyware companies by clicking on links at https://netfiles.uiuc.edu/
ehowes/www/soft6.htm

Hackers are NOT Crackers

by Berry F. Phillips, Member of the Computer Club of
Oklahoma City www.ccokc.org

The media loves to publish stories about so-called hack-
ers breaking into computer systems and causing destruc-
tion. It is time to set the record straight, based on histori-
cal truth.

The hacker culture actually started in the 1950s when
computers were huge to say the least, and programming
then meant connecting wires to electrodes. While they
did not call themselves hackers then, that for the most
part explains what a hacker is. A hacker may be defined
as a person who enjoys exploring the details of program-
ming systems and how to stretch their capabilities as op-
posed to most computer users who prefer to learn only
the minimum necessary.

Hacker as a term was first adopted as badge in the
1960s by the hacker culture surrounding the Tech Model
Railroad Club (TMRC) and the MIT Al Lab. All computer
systems that we use today are based on early hacker re-
search. Much of this research was done out of love for
the subject and the fame within the hacker community.
One must be recognized as a hacker by the hacker com-
munity, which is a certain ego satisfaction. Several fa-
mous hackers from the first computer club, the Home
Brew Club, were instrumental in founding major com-
puter companies.

Around 1980, a new breed of computer-fed Kids
evolved, due to easy access to the Internet in the United
States and Europe. They soon learned that they could
break into other people's systems. Unfortunately, the media
called them hackers and the name sort of stuck, when in
fact hackers do not consider such illegal security break-
ers to be hackers, but crackers. Hackers build things;
crackers break them!

Much of the freeware on the Internet comes from
hackers. It would seem that hackers have been given un-
justly a bad name by the media and deserve an apology at
the least. While crackers should be prosecuted to the full
extent of the law for their illegal actions.

While it is true that many hackers possess the skills
for cracking, they outgrew any desire to do so except for
immediate, benign, practical reasons. Contrary to non-
hacker belief, there is no thin line between being a hacker
and being a cracker.

Hackers built the Internet, maintain Usenet, work in
IT computer security, and all Internet related businesses
owe their origin to hackers. We can demonstrate our re-
spect for their considerable IT achievements by making
sure we do not use the term, hacker, when we mean
cracker, who is involved in illegal cybercrime.

My thanks to Philip Tellis who did considerable re-
search that was the basis for this article to correctly in-
form the public.
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Consumer Electronics Show January 2005 -
Keynote Speeches

by Bonnie Home, member of the San
Jose IBM Club PC Club: www.sjpc.org

The Consumer Electronics Show
keynote speeches give industry ex-
ecutives a chance to tell us about
their visions of the future. The theme
of this year's keynotes was ""Get Ev-
erything, Everywhere." Wherever
you are, get your phone calls, e-mail,
Internet access, music, photos, tele-
vision shows or radio programs on
whatever device you are using at that
moment.

Bill Gates of Microsoft spiced up
his presentation by turning it into a talk
show interview, with Conan O'Brien as
the host. Conan did his usual monologue,
making jokes at Bill's expense. Bill dem-
onstrated the I-River H10 MP3 player,
using  Microsoft's  "Windows
PlaysForSure" which offers an infinite li-
brary of music. He showed us a Nikon
D-12 camera that sends pictures
wirelessly to the computer. Microsoft's
Media Center Extender allows a TV
watcher to leave home in the middle of a
television program and pick up the show
on another device, right where it left off.
Samsung makes a portable version of the
Media Center.

An SBC representative was a guest
presenter, with programming for the Me-
dia Center. She said her company has
perfected an instant channel change for
digital television, improving on the lag
time between when the button is pushed
and the channel actually changes. Shows
available from SBC's service include not
only movies, but news programs and
sitcoms as well. The screen can be cut
into four parts to show four sporting
events at once, with statistics at the bot-
tom of each.

The Microsoft rep brought out the X-
Box car racing simulation, and helped Bill
and Conan customize "real™ cars with
parts that can actually be purchased in
real life - a 1987 Buick Regal for Conan

and a sports car for Bill. As they raced
them on the X-Box, Conan ran his off
the road.

Bill said, "I create these things because
I want them for myself." Conan replied,
"If you only had the money .. ."

Dr. Craig Barrett, CEO of Intel,
envisions a time when the digital lifestyle
will be world-wide, with information
passing seamlessly from country to coun-
try in our digital universe. To introduce
that theme, his presentation began with
a gorgeous show, reminiscent of Cirque
du Soleil, with drummers and dancers
from all over the world.

An Intel employee demonstrated a
"visible" software called "My Media
Collection" that may be ready next year.
He waved his hand in front of the TV
screen, and a globe covered with a grid
of little pictures appeared. By waving,
he spun the globe to the left or right.
When he pointed at the picture he
wanted, it filled the screen. Craig threw
the remote control across the stage, say-
ing, "You'll never have to use the remote
again.”

My Media Collection will combine
cable TV and satellite TV, along with
amateur videos and purchased videos.
The status of your eBay bid, or a picture
from the camcorder by your front door,
can be displayed in the corner of the
screen.

Intel will employ "hyperthreading™ (us-
ing two processing cores at once) for
more realistic facial expressions in video
games. Multithreading will use multicore
devices for fantastic realism.

A couple of young musicians helped
Craig demonstrate the "UmixIt" soft-
ware, using a specially recorded CD.
Separate out the tracks, and play along
with the band using your own instrument.
Eliminate the vocals, and it's a karaoke
machine with printed lyrics so you can
sing along. Sony recorded one of the
special CD's of Aerosmith's new song,
"You Gotta Move," with this technology.

Aerosmith's lead singer Steve Tyler came
onstage to sing "Walk This Way" with his
arm around Craig, trying to get him to
sing along.

Intel is interested in the "digital
home," and especially in ways to help
the elderly continue to live in their own
homes. RFID reminders prompt them
to take their medication. Atouch screen
of faces of family and friends keeps track
of who visited or phoned last, and what
happened during those contacts. Sen-
sors in the bed monitor the person's heart
rate. The newest Intel products use much
less power, generating less heat and cost-
ing less to operate.

Intel's guests included Meg Whitman
of eBay, who told about eBay's efforts
to recycle old computer equipment, and
Robert Redford who talked about digital
movies made by independent film mak-
ers for his Sundance Festival.

Edward Whitacre of SBC told us
that there are 5,000 SBC wireless hot
spots in the U.S. at Avis offices, Barnes
& Noble, and in the state parks. SBCis
investigating WiMax, which has a longer
range than WiFi does.

A new SBC service called U-
verse will be available the end of this
year, so that all of your digital informa-
tion will be everywhere at once, simply
and seamlessly. With a single address,
you can access your PC, PDA, phone,
and TV. You can route your personal
calls from your wired phone to one of
your other devices, and can change the
settings on your VCR while you are away
from home.

The talk by Michael Powell, Chair
of the Federal Communications
Commission and son of Colin Powell,
could not begin until the Secret Service
had swept the auditorium. Then audi-
ence members had their badges put
through the reader so that there would
be a record of who was in the room. Two
bomb-sniffing dogs gave us the once-over,
and our bags were searched.

The challenge for the FCC is to fig-

Continued on page 4
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Continued from page 3

ure out what is in the public's best inter-
est. President Hoover was the first to
seize the air waves, and wanted to pro-
tect consumers against harm. Businesses
hope that the FCC will save and protect
them, and hobble their competitors. But
Michael warns that they should be care-
ful, as the government's help and protec-
tion always come with strings attached.

These days it's hard to categorize a
business. The FCC rules are very spe-
cific by category. But now the cable com-
pany Comcast looks much like the tele-
phone company SBC. Michael thinks that
the FCC should guard against the worst
offenses, such as adaware, viruses, and
spam - anything that will damage the
Internet experience - but otherwise not
over-regulate.

Michael says that the current hard
cutoff date for analog TV is 2006, but
only if 85% of the people have HDTV-
ready sets. But the question is whether
this should be 85% of the homes of TV
watchers, or 85% of all of the TV's in
operation. Some homes have several
television sets. When people buy brand
new television sets that are cheaper be-
cause they are not HDTV-ready, they
postpone the changeover to HDTV.

President Bush wants broadband in
every home by 2007. Michael would aim
for 2010. In Japan, for example, most
people live inthe two largest cities in mul-
tifamily dwellings which are easily out-
fitted with broadband, and the govern-
ment subsidizes it. Here, that is not the
case. Some foreign countries have
adopted only one form of broadband.
Michael is in favor of using every form
of broadband available. He says there
are miles and miles of unused, idle
fiberoptic lines in our country that were
laid but never made operational. They
should be put to use.

Motorola Vice President Ron
Garriques touted Motorola's very thin
Razr cell phone as simple to use, beauti-
ful to look at, and convenient because it
fits in the top shirt pocket. (Colin
Powell's wife gave him one for Christ-
mas.)

The snowboarder came in from his
snow-covered ski jump in the convention
center parking lot to show us his wired
jacket that had a remote for his telephone
built into his jacket sleeve, and a stereo
helmet.

Motorola's iTunes-enabled cell
phone works just like the iPod and uses
the same menus, so there is nothing new
for an iPod user to learn. Another
Motorola iTune product with speakers,
rather than ear phones, is coming out
soon, but Ronwon't show it until it's ready
to be sold to avoid instant copying by
competitors.

Carly Fiorina represented
Hewlett Packard. She said we used to
be entertained by what other people
made. Now we create our own enter-
tainment such as our own music play lists,
the photos we enhance for our collec-
tions, and home videos we make for an-
niversary or farewell parties.

Jeff Katzenberg of Dreamworks
received a surprise invitation to show the
animated movie, "Shark Tale," at the
Venice Film Festival. To finish the movie
in time for the festival, Hewlett Packard
put 250 more servers onto 27 trucks and
two jets within three days of his emer-
gency request. The movie was shown
with a Texas Instruments Digital Light
Projector on a huge inflatable screen in
the Piazza San Marco in Venice to an
audience of 6,000. He showed us a pre-
view of Dreamworks' newest animated
movie, "Madagascar," which comes out
in May. Itis full of humor!

HP's Digital Entertainment Cen-
ter has an HDTV media hub. The de-
vice will find your recorded movies, TV
shows, and amateur videos by date, by
event, by person, or by recording device.
It has a removable hard drive, and will
label your CD's and DVD's with "light
scribe" labeling.

HP is working on ideas for the future,
such as a table for the family room with
a surface that is a touch screenmap . . .
or touch screen jig saw puzzle . .. or a
touch screen Chinese checker game.

Mike Ramsay, co-founder of TiVo,
said that the newest TiVo incarnation is
currently code named "Tahiti." Itwillin-
crease the TiVo storage to 275 hours. Not
everything will be recorded, but will be
ordered and downloaded from the
Internet - a combination of broadcast and
broadband. Mike thinks Internet TV will
replace broadcast TV anyway. People
don't want a lot of channels to choose
from. They just want a lot of programs
to choose from.

You'll be able to find every movie ever
made. If the movie is still in the theaters
and not yet available for download, TiVo
will show a preview of it, and tell you in
which theater it is playing.

You'll be able to share your photos
and videos through TiVo. "TiVo to Go"
will transfer your TiVo to your PC, so
you can watch it there.

Rich Templeton of Texas Instru-
ments had as his guest Howie Long, who
played for 13 seasons with the Oakland
Raiders. He is now an announcer for
Fox Sports, and he talked about the broad-
cast trailers for this year's Super Bowl
being outfitted for both High Definition
and regular transmission.

Rich told us about the Digital Light
Processing front and rear projection
television sets that use tiny mirrors to
project the colors. The TV sets are thin
- not the profile you would expect from a
projection set. RCA and Thomson make
61" screens. The 35 trillion colors are as
good in bright daylight as they are at night.

Jeffrey Katzenberg of
Dreamworks spoke at both the Hewlett
Packard talk and the Texas Instruments
talk, and told about the advantages of
making digital movies. Digital movie
cameras are much lighter in weight and,
with no film to change, they can record
long scenes all in one take. The depth of
field for shooting inside automobiles or
at night is better. The next Star Wars
movie, "Revenge of the Sith," premiers
on May 19th and was recorded with digi-
tal cameras. For animated movies, the
number of colors is unlimited.

Continued on page 5
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Random acts
of literacy

by Sherry Zorzi, APCUG Advisor
Director, Cajun Clickers Computer Club
www.cajunclickers.org

You may find one in your doctor's
waiting room or at the hairdresser's. You
may spot one in a shopping cart in the
parking lot at Winn Dixie or on a chair at
Starbucks. You may come upon one in
the break room at work or even on a
bench in the park.

A book. It could be paperback or
hardback. It could be well-thumbed or
brand-new. It sports a stick-on label with
a cartoon of a jaunty running book with
stick-figure arms and legs. "I'm not lost;
I'm traveling, take me home," the label
reads.

Welcome to the BookCrossing
phenomenon. It's operating quietly
here in the Baton Rouge area, it's free,
it's as anonymous as you want it to be,
and it's great fun.

Thanks to a unique website started
in April 2001, the invented term
"bookcrossing” has become so main-
stream that it made it into the Concise
Oxford English Dictionary by August
2004. "Bookcrossing, n., the practice of
leaving a book in a public place to be
picked up and read by others, who then
do likewise."

Avid reader Ron Hornbaker, a web
designer in Kansas City, was intrigued
by websites like Where's George, which

tracks U.S. currency by serial number,
and wondered what else would be fun to
track. Thus was born Book
Crossing.com and the rest is rapidly
becoming history.

The basics of bookcrossing are, ap-
propriately, the "3 R's." Read, register
and release. Read a good book. Regis-
ter it at BookCrossing.com. When you
register the book, you'll get a unique 1D
number for the book. You can write an
online journal entry for the book, a re-
view, if you like. Stick a label on the
book with the ID number and the address
of the website. Release the book for
someone else to find and read. You can
give it directly to a friend, mail it to an-
other bookcrosser who has expressed
interest in that book, or (my favorite!)
just leave it in a public place for some-
one else to find.

When you find a released book, visit
the website and enter the 1D number of
the book. You can do this anonymously
if you wish. You'll have an opportunity
to make your own journal entry, in which
you can describe where you found it and
even review the book yourself. If you
log the book, the releaser will know when
and where the book was found and you'll
both be able to track future finds as well.

More than 300,000 bookcrossers
worldwide have registered almost two
million books! Bookcrossers live in 150
different countries. There are almost 500
bookcrossers in the Baton Rouge area,
S0 you just might happen upon one of our
releases in a neighborhood near you.

Continued from page 4

With the Slingbox Personal Broad-
caster any TV signal in (such as satel-
lite, cable, or TiVo) can be played on other
devices. It can connect from your house,
let's say, to a hotel room in Singapore. It
turns your laptop or other Internet-con-
nected device into a personal T.V. The
Motorola future phone will show your
program from one of your devices at
home. Pay $249 for the box, and there is
no additional service fee - but you do con-
tinue to pay for your cable or satellite or
TiVo service, if that is what you have.

Texas Instruments research hopes
to produce a portable MRI machine, a
driverless vehicle for the military and neu-
ral implants to help the blind see.
*

Final note: Of the keynote speakers
who spoke the first week of January,
2005, four are leaving their posts. Carly
Fiorina is gone from Hewlett Packard.
TiVo's Mike Ramsay has resigned as
CEO, but will continue as board chair.
Michael Powell is resigning as head of
the FCC. Craig Barrett is 65 years old,
and will retire from Intel.

At the BookCrossing.com website,
you can click a link to "go hunting™ for
books released in your area within the
last 30 days which have not yet been
reported found. As of this writing, there
are 39 books in Baton Rouge waiting to
be found!

There is also an online community
at the website, with discussion forums
ranging from general chit-chat to seri-
ous talk about books.

Do you really think you'll ever re-
read your collection of paperback James
Lee Burke mysteries? Or all those diet
books you've collected? What are you
hoarding them for? Why not make some-
one else's day? If you love your books,
set them free!

Sherry Zorzi is a Director of
Cajun Clickers Computer Club and
host of "The Cajun Clickers Computer
Show" heard every Saturday morning
at 9 am. on WJBO Radio.

-

N
NEWSLETTER

ADVERTISING

Small member ads
are free
for members.
(business card size)

1/4 page - $25/mo;
1/2 page - $50/month;
full page - $100/month.

Please, send your artwork to
the editorial office
mailto:marika@ez2.net
by the 10" of each month to
be appearing in the next
month’s issue.
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Looking for a Humane Interface:

Will Computers
Ever Become
Easy to Use?

By Jef Raskin

Landmarks in Human-Computer
Interaction

THE YEAR 1997 MARKS A HALF-
CENTURY OF ELECTRONIC COMPUT-
ING, BUT it also falls on a lot of decades
and half-decades in the history of
HCI(Human-Computer Interaction), per-
sonal computers, and even my own in-
volvement in the field.Landmarks in Hu-
man-Computer Interaction

Thirty-five years ago Ivan Sutherland
was working on Sketchpad, it has been
30 years since | published my belief that
computers should be graphics-based and
human-oriented (as opposed to character-
based and technically-oriented) [7], 25
years since Xerox Palo Alto Research Cen-
ter was established, 20 years since Apple
was incorporated, 15 years since Win-
dows development was started [4], and
10 years since the Macintosh began to
meet its sales goals and the computer world
at large became aware of the importance
of GUIs (Graphical User Interfaces).1 It
is now evident that one of the most re-
markable changes in the computing mi-
lieu was in neither hardware nor software
per se but was embodied in an interface
design concept that has since been imple-
mented, with variations, on a variety of
platforms and operating systems. The pri-
macy of the interface was a revolution
largely unforeseen by even the boldest of
science fiction writers. Interface technol-
ogy has altered, perhaps forever, what it
means to use a computer, and is as sig-
nificant for the majority of computer us-
ers as was the advent of low-cost com-
puting itself.

The GUI, originally introduced prima-
rily to provide a visual metaphor for an
operating system, has changed our cul-
ture, sometimes in surprising ways.

For example, when 1 first discussed
“fonts” in connection with computers in
the late 1960s most computer users didn’t
know what | was talking about. Fonts

were the province of the typographer, the
printer, and the graphic artist. Now even
schoolchildren have hundreds of fonts to
use. The encapsulation of access to the
Internet in a GUI was certainly a major
factor in its recent emergence as a funda-
mental resource of the computer age.

The landscape has changed: thirty years
ago you could only have used a mouse at
Doug Engelbart’s group at SRI. Two de-
cades ago it was only at PARC that you
could find what the majority of today’s
users would recognize as a computer in-
terface. But the Macintosh of a decade past
would seem familiar to all of us.

Landmines in Human-Computer
Interaction

... Our present systems have come
to be as large, complex, and nightmarish
as the mainframes they first displaced
(mainframes have become larger still; but
most computer users don’t have to deal
directly with them on a daily basis).
Today’s personal computers are certainly
more approachable than what came be-

fore them, but the GUI paradigm has not
scaled well. We still cling to archaic
named-file-based storage paradigms! To
be a “power user” (one who uses a com-
puter near its potential and can fix most
problems singlehandedly) you are ex-
pected to know intimately a mountain of
information, such as the over 300 differ-
ent settings or “preferences” of the sys-
tem that sits before me. Today, if you
can’t fix a problem yourself, you may be
faced with expense, loss of time, frus-
tration, embarrassment, and at very least
an unpleasant tryst with a slow voice-
mail telephone system: “All our techni-
cal assistants are busy right now, but your
call is important to us, and will be an-
swered in the order received...”. How
often, when we find the problem, it turns
out to merely be that one of those hun-
dreds of choices was set incorrectly!...
*
To read the full article, please go to:

http://jef.raskincenter.org/published/
CACM_article.html
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stock, which is great for making
small- to medium-size paper models.
Index Card stock in "letter" or "le-
gal" sizes is stocked or can be
quickly obtained (in the USA) by
firms such as Staples and Office De-
pot. The surface is smooth and is
readily printed with good detail and
color saturation by an inkjet printer.
Jef uses a wide-bed Epson 1520. He
measured the weight of the stock at
203 g / sq. m and the thickness at
0.23 mm. Thus, the diagonals in the
model are only three times the thick-
ness of the underlying card stock.

This paper structure is a massive 12 cm
(5inches) tall. It is made from 8 identical
units that are each a simple rectangular
box with lots of triangular holes. Jef built
it to demonstrate the precision cutting and
scoring abilities of his computer-con-
trolled paper cutting knife (installed No-
vember 2000). Each of the 8 units is about
15 mm across, and the width of the diago-
nals is about 0.7mm. Parts for a struc-
ture such as this would be daunting to cut
by hand.

The material is Wasau 110 Ib. Index Card

He’s managed to cut strips down to
0.48 mm, but they are quite fragile. I’ve
made some polyhedra with the cutter, and
the absolutely precise fit and the ease of
making models accurate to 0.01 mm is im-
pressive.

The parts are designed on a Macintosh
using the Vellum CAD package, the draw-
ing is converted to DXF format and then
sent to the cutter. The photo was taken
with a tripod-mounted Sony DSC-770 digi-
tal camera with a +1 diopter close-up lens.
The background was two pieces of green
writing paper taped together.

submitted by Barbara Cott; mail to: barbaracott@dslextreme.com
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Jef Raskin:
He Thought Different

By Sarah Lacy
http://www.businessweek.com/technology/content/mar2005/
tc2005031 2111 tc120.htm?chan=db

A father of the Macintosh, the now-deceased tech ge-
nius cared deeply about humankind -- and making comput-
ers easier to use.

Jef Raskin wasn't the typical tech industry power bro-
ker. He was never a celebrity CEO, never a Midas-touch
venture capitalist, and never conspicuously wealthy (al-
though he was wealthy). Yet until his Feb. 26 death at 61,
the creator of the Macintosh led the rallying cry for easy-
to-use computers, leaving an indelible mark on Silicon Val-
ley and helping to revolutionize the computer industry.

The tech world won't know the final impact of Raskin's work
until several more months, perhaps years. At the time of his death,
he was working on what he hoped would be his biggest mark
yet: a new type of operating system called Archy. Friends and
co-workers describe it as his longtime vision of easy-to-use com-
puting brought to life.

Last December, funding from an unnamed international com-
pany came through at almost the same time his pancreatic can-
cer was discovered, and Raskin threw himself into completing
the framework of the system in his final months, says David
Burstein, who's making a film about Raskin's life and did dozens
of interviews with him late last year and early this year.

BITTERSWEET SUCCESSES. Raskin was programming
up until he could no longer type, about a week ago, says his 21-
year-old son, Aza Raskin, who worked with him on Archy for
six years. "Jef largely ignored being sick," he says. "He thought
it was more important to keep his work going. The only thing
that happened was he worked harder if that's possible.”

Raskin's death came as the last in a series of untimely exits
that circumstances forced Raskin to make just as he was hitting
his stride on a project. He had several bittersweet successes.
The first, and most famous, was his role in developing the
Macintosh. Raskin was employee No. 31 at Apple (AAPL) be-
fore the launch of the Macintosh, iMac, iPod, or any of the other
ubiquitous brands that have made the company famous. He
headed the Macintosh project back when it consisted of just
four or five people, says former co-worker Bruce "Tog"
Tognazzini, who was employee No. 66 at Apple and hired by
Raskin.

Raskin's vision: to build an affordable computer designed for
nontechy consumers -- a radical idea at a time when using a
computer required memorizing complex codes and commands.
Raskin's credits include “drag and drop" capability and introduc-
ing Apple's founders to much of the work at Xerox's XRX Palo
Alto Research Center, which made such innovations as the the
mouse and the basic structure for the windows and folders still
prevalent on operating systems today. And Raskin bestowed the

project with the name Macintosh, after his favorite kind of apple.

BRILLIANT YET UNSUNG. But two years before com-
mercializing the Macintosh, Apple CEO Steve Jobs took over the
project, and Raskin left the company. It was a hard time for him
and many of those who worked closely with him, Tognazzini
says. The product had veered from his vision: For one thing, the
$2,495 price tag hardly made it affordable for the mass market
at the time. "Mac was his brainchild," Tognazzini says. "The
interface in the early days wasn't what ended up shipping, but
the philosophy behind it was his."

The next attempt at easy, affordable computing was all his,
but less successful. Called the Canon Cat, it resulted from Raskin's
own company, Information Appliance, and Canon, the printer
company. A small computer made especially for writers, it lacked
separate applications like word processing or spreadsheets but
had many innovative features -- like a ""leap™ capability that al-
lowed users to search a document faster than they can today on
Microsoft (MSFT ) Word, Aza says.

It wasn't a commercial success, which Raskin's family and
friends blame on Canon's marketing, which pitched the product
to secretaries, a niche for which he hadn't intended it. The Canon
Cat sold fewer than 20,000 units and was then abandoned. "Jef
was a true genius at many things, but not at promotion," says
Burstein.

SELFLESS CONCERNS. Raskin then took time to do what
he loved most: teaching and thinking. He studied how people
used computers for 10 years, writing the book The Humane
Interface. About four years ago, still disgusted by the difficulty
of computer use, he decided to give his vision another try. He
founded the Raskin Center for Humane Interfaces, a nonprofit
that's developing Archy. He had already been working on the
concept for two years with Aza, a math whiz who published his
first writings on physics at the age of 19.

Raskin had many passions: his family, music, art, and ar-
chery among them. But making computers simpler to use domi-
nated his creative time. Friends quote words of wisdom he would
use over and over again. He liked to say, "How much work does
a user get done on a desktop?" The answer is none, that it's
wasted time trying to find an application or file -- a problem he
was trying to solve with Archy.

Aza says Raskin thought of this as a calling. "'He believed this
was a moral obligation," he says. "Computers are literally caus-
ing millions of people great pains and frustration. That's why he
went the nonprofit route.” It was a quaint notion in a Silicon
Valley dominated in so many parts by greed and stock-option
pay packages.

Raskin is survived by his children, Aza, Aviva, Aenea, and
Rebecca, and his wife of 23 years, Linda Blum. The family hasn't
announced a memorial service yet. No doubt he'll be missed, but
his contributions to the Information Age will not be forgotten.

(Lacy is a reporter for BusinessWeek Online in the Silicon
Valley bureau; Edited by Beth Belton)

submitted by Barbara Cott;

mail tobarbaracott@dslextreme.com
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Local Computer User Groups

Appleholics Anonymous
Chuck Baca 805-650-7503 / Tony Pizza 805-482-3453
2nd Sat  9:30 am 3169 Telegraph Road. Ventura

Conejo Valley Genealogical Society
Albert Richardson, Chairman (NEW)
(805) 492-2029

mailto:bf140@agte.net

CVMUG (Mac club)

Susie Herrera 805-484-2259
mailto:sherrera@vcnet.com

General Meetings are: 1st Thursday of each month

at the Cowan Conference Center, Camarillo Airport,
550 Airport Way at 7 p.m.

1st Wednesday of each month

at the Meadows Elementary School in Thousand Oaks,
2000 La Granada at 7 p.m.

Our novice group meets during the school year on the
2nd Tuesday of each month at Monte Vista Middle
School, 888 Lantana, Camarillo at 7 p.m. In the library.
Our intermediate group meets the 4th Monday of the
month at 7 p.m. During the school year - it’s at Monte
Vista in the library. During the summer, (June, July and
August) we meet at the Cowan Conference Center.

Commodore 64/128 Users

Rolf Miller: 805-643-6666

General Meetings: 1st Sat., 10 am

Cal Fed Bank, 430 Arneill Road, Camarillo
Tech Meeting: 2nd Sat, 10 am

Boys-Girls Club, 126 E. 7th Street, Oxnard

Channel Islands PC Group

David Harris - President; .president@cipcug.org
Website: http://www.cipcug.org

General Meeting: 1st Sat, 9 am Camarillo Airport
OS/2 Corner: 2nd Sat, 9:30 am

805-604-7538

Website: http://www.cipcug.org

General Meeting: 1st Sat, 9 am Camarillo Airport
OS/2 Corner: 2nd Sat, 9:30 am

Gold Coast CUE of Ventura County

Tim Rainville, 805-525-3873

Days vary, 4 pm Camarillo area or local school
mailto:rainvilt@vcss.k12.ca.us

Leisure Village Club

Neil lven, 805-383-0016
mailto:Inivenl@juno.com
1st Friday, 10am Camarillo /
1st Monday, MAC group
2nd Friday, Communications
3rd Wednesday, Novice

Simi Conejo Linux User Group

Website: http://sclug.org

Meets every other Saturday at 3 pm
InstallFests start at 2 p.m Simi Valley YMCA
mailto: sclug@sclug.org.

MacValley Users Group

Daphne Gruberman (818) 998-7025
1t Wednesday

Wilkinson Senior Center

8956 Vanalden Street, Northridge

Simi Valley Computer User Group

Barbara Cott  805-2181-0909
mailto:barbaracott@dslextreme.com

Website: http://www.svcug.org

Main meeting: 2nd Thurs 7:30 pm
Hardware/Software Meeting: 4th Wed, 7:30 pm
Simi Valley Library

Thousand Oaks

Personal Computer Club

Karen Warren - President president@topcc,org
805-497-9612

Website:http://topcc.org

4th Thurs: 6:30pm Jan-Oct

3rd Thurs: 6:30 Nov-Dec

Goebbel Sr Ctr or T.O. Library

TUGNET

Website: http://www.tugnet.org
meets every Tues, 7pm
Granada Pavilion

11128 Balboa, Granada Hills.

Ventura Beginners PC Users’ Group
Howard Wilson 805-647-0360

3rd Sat, 10 am

Club House

BenaVentura Mobile Home Estate, 11407
Darling Road



g Need Help? A

Dennis Atherton Mike Portanova
hardware-Windows9X, ME,NT, 2K, XP Recording offthe internet, Photo retouching
Networks-homeandbusiness -mailto: NOVANIKON@aol.com
mailto: datherton@affinitygroup.com Gaylord Trubey
Steve Carter DOS internet, WIN 3.x, WIN 95, software harcware
0S/2 - mailto: scarter@vcnet.com 805-598-8455 til 9 pm mailto: gaylordt@juno.com 805-526-2077
Barbara Cott Dick Uhlman
desktop publishing, Excel, Photoshop, web pages Most DOS operations; Windows operations v3.0 to XP Most utilities, for DOS & Windows;
mailto:barbara@dslextreme.com 805-581-2495 WinWord and Excel, most versions. Intemetaccess and searching; Hardware upgrades
Howard Engel mailto: duhiman@sbcglobal.net
Word6, programminginPASCALorADA 805-583-2174 & 805-583-2804 5pm-8pm
mailto:engelh@adelphia.com 805-523-7602 9 am - 10 pm Karleen Volz
Gordon Huff modems, Telix, FDISK BASIC questions, DOS WIN 3.11, WIN 95 WIN NT, basic hardware questions
mailto: wabfmx@worldnet. att net 805-499-3494 mailto: kvolz@juno.com 7pm-9:30pm & weekends

J

a . )
Open letter to Simi Valley Computer User Group members

Dear members!
Our Newsletter is an open forum for you to voice your opinion, experience and knowledge. This letter
is a reminder to take advantage of this opportunity and become a contributing writer on subjects like:
* reviews on hardware, software and books
* tips and techniques you would like to share
» computer related personal experience
* Questions & Answers
Please, send your writings (about 300 words or less) to the editorial office marika@ez2.net by the
10" of each month to be appearing in the next month’s issue. Thank you,
Marika Panczel, Newsletter editor

&

g Simi Valley Computer User Group A

is a non-profit special interest group for the benefit of anyone interested in learning more about computers and how to
use them. Meetings are held twice a month. The General Meeting meets at 7:30 pm on the second Thursday of each
month, the Hardware / Software Meeting is held at the same time on the fourth Wednesday of each month. The
meetings are held at the Simi Valley Public Library, in the Community Room.

If you need further information about the meetings, call Barbara Cott at 805-218-0909,
mailto:barbaracott@dslextreme.com. Further information can be found at http://www.svcug.org or send email to:
mailto:info@svcug.org. Visitors are welcome to come and see what our group is all about without obligation to join. How-
ever, if you find our meetings to be beneficial to you, we hope you will join and support our group. Dues are $24 per year or
$13 for 6 months.

It has to say this: Simi Valley Computer User Group (SVCUG), consisting of its officers and membership, is notaffiliated
with any computer hardware or software manufacturers. Articles contained in this publication may not necessarily reflect
\the views and opinions of SVCUG. SVCUG makes no warranty of the suitability or inability to use any product or service)
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President Barbara Cott
Vice President Howard Engel
Treasurer Mike Portanova
Secretary

Marika Panczel

J

Simi Valley Computer User Group

2718 Kadota Street
Simi Valley, CA 93063

[

March Meetings )
Thursday, March 10t

Computer Q&A
by Dennis Atherton

Computing.
Presentation
by Jen Clausen
Wednesday, March 23"

Creative labs,
\_ showing their ZEN product. Y,

User Group Officers

mailto:barbara@dslextreme.com
mailto:engelh@adelphia.com
mailto:novanikon@aol.com
mailto:marika@ez2.net




