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Pontis Research on

Computer Security

Presentation on March 9th at 7:30
at the Simi Valley Public Library

Gary, from Pontis Research will come out to our meeting
on March 9th to talk about your home computer’s secu-

ity.

Pontis Researchisaprivately held corporation established

in 1994. Thar main office is in Camaillo. They are a
smdl group of IT professondswithmany yearsof expe-

rience in the computer security and systems management

arenas.

Many of ther dients are large indtitutions with complex
digtributed information systems. most built on or migrating
ton Windows NT, and some with problematic legecy in-
fragructures They helptheir dientskeep pacewith evolving
technology whileprotecting their current investment.

They don't limit themsdves to the security or sysems
management products of one or afew vendors. The solu-
tionswe recommend, which may include commercia soft-
ware, custom software, and revamped practices, are based
entirely on theclient's specific needs.

2CoolPC Demonstration
Wednesday, March 22nd

Dennis Orloff, who previously demonstrated his Clean PC
Systemto our club, will demonstratetheir most recent prod-
uct, 2CoolPC. Their website: www.2cool pc.com.

Without the proper system cooling, CPU cooling, Video Card
Cooling, Mother Board Cooling, Hard Drive Cooling, and
Ram Chip cooling the life expectancy of your PC & Server will
be cut short. Y ou can spend so much extramoney trying to fix
each overheating problem you have or you can look into the
new line of System coolersthat tackledl of these needsin one
easy to use Tower PC & Server Cooling System.

Without proper ar flow cooling, your computer hardware
auffersfrom overheeting. Thisoverheating causesdow downs,
sysem error messages, and crashing. Also, the life expect-
ancy of your PC's  components will greatly diminish.
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INDEPENDENT REVIEW
SpinRite 5.0

one-of-a-kind hard disk utility
by Bob Wolff, BSBA, MBA

Thehard fact isthat no other disk utility doeswhat SpinRite
5.0 does - period! And it costs only $89 ($39 to upgrade
from SpinRite 3.1 and 4.0).

What does this software do?

SpinRite 5.0, a 95,872 byte program written in assembly
language, operates on fixed and removable disks to make
them run perfectly. Thisis not disk partition software or a
super Windows ScanDisk program. SpinRite doesthings
that few, if any, other utilities can: It scrubs your drive sur-
faces, finding and fixing any problemsit encounters. If data
is unreadable by DOS or Windows (or other utilities),
SpinRite recovers the data and makes it readable again.
In addition, SpinRite performs preventive maintenance to
help ensure your disk drives and data are safe.

Selected SpinRite featuresinclude:
No technica knowledge required.

Works directly on the hardware, not through the operat-

ing system, thus ng controllers and drive technol-
ogy (IDE, EIDE, SCSI) and 32-hit file alocation table
(FAT) partitions of any Sze.

Compeatible with Windows 95 and 98 long file names.

Compatible with, and aware of, popular disk compres-
son technologies.

Highly accurate drive performance benchmarking.

Supports lomega Zip and Jaz technologies, the LS-120
SuperDisk, other removable mediadrives, and SCSl and
other device-driven drives. Formats each cluster in place
after moving datato a safe location, then puts it back.

Hux Synthesis surface analyss scrubs hard disk surfaces,
detects defects, and removes unsafe regions from use.

DynaStat datarecovery performs deep statistical anayss
on unreadabl e sectors to recover al or most sector data

Drive fingerprinting for rapid SpinRite sartup.

Remembers drive parameters in the event that the BIOS
loses them.

Dynamic suspend and resume of SpinRite.
Runs 10 times fagter than earlier versons.

What any particular feature will mean to anindividua user
will vary widely. Explanations of many featureswould rap-
idly zip acrossthetop of our heeds—flux synthes's DynaStat
data recovery, dynamic servo therma re-equdization.
Frankly, none of these make any difference except to
engineers and others who have to know and understand
how things work (see the documentation).

Using SpinRite 5.0
For the rest of us, dl that redly matters is that SpinRite
works - and works very well.

Usng SpinRite is smple and graightforward. Firg, you
spend about 5-10 minutes creating aclean DOS boot disk.
Thereshould be no terminate-and-stay-resident programs
or other non-essential suff. Only the drivers used to ac-
cess your hard disk and removable storage drives, and
any disk partition software you normaly load with DOS
or Windows, should beincluded. For example, if you use
anlomegaJaz or Zip driveviaa parale or SCSl connec-
tion, you need to insert GUEST.EXE into the
AUTOEXEC.BAT fileonthe boot disk. Metgphoricaly,
this raises the Jaz or Zip flag for SpinRite to see.
(GUEST.EXE islocated in the folder containing lomega
tools.) Be sure to put SpinRite on the diskette too. (The
manua providesgood ingructionsfor creating a SpinRite
boot disk.)

Note: A new feature in SpinRite 5.0 is the ability to Sart
the program from within Windows. However, removable
sorage, disk partitioning, and other drivers may be con-
trolled by Windows, and thus, be invisible to SpinRite. A
clean SpinRite boot disk is the best way to ensure access

to everything.

SpinRite displays letters for each drive it finds. Choosing
which to check is easy and quick. SpinRite can check
diskettes, removable storage like Jaz and Zip, and virtu-
dly any fixed hard disk. Thefirgt timeyou run SpinRite on
adrive, it performsdiagnostics and gathers driveinforma:
tion. Thisis saved as the drive s fingerprint to speed up



future SpinRite sessons. SpinRite offers five operationa
levels. Each representsadeeper levd of andyss. Thebase
levels (1 through 3) examine drive surfaces, recover un-

readable data, and refresh drive surfaces by reading and
writing each sector and dectronicdly redigning the data
underneath a drive' s read/write heads. At Level 4, Deep
Defect Andyss, SpinRite performs deep surface andlysis
and defect scrubbing operations, analyzesthe entire drive
surface to certify its data storage integrity, and performs
full datarecovery. The degpest operationd analyss, cdled
Restore Good Sectors (level 5), does everything above
plusit returns previoudy marked bad areasto use if they
pass the tests 100%.

Thefirg timeyou use SpinRite, | Srongly recommend level
4 or 5 andyss. Then every 3-4 months run a surface
refresh (level 3). Each year theresfter, runalevd 4or 5
andlysis. Of course, if your drivegtartsto act peculiar, pull
out the SpinRite boot disk and run aleve 5.

Testing SpinRite 5.0
If you' rewondering how fast SpinRite completesits tasks,
let me put this way:

Pan along lunch or around of golf for afixed hard disk
(depending onitssize) Go home and forget about it when
andyzing a removable drive (Zip disk or Jaz cartridge)
Get coffee and a cinnamon roll for adiskette

SpinRite was run on a 3 year old Pentium 133 PC with a
2.1 GB fixed hard disk drive, aninternd lomegaJaz 1 GB
drive, an lomega ZipPlus drive, and a 1.44 MB diskette
drive. Running Levd 4, Deep Andysis, on my fixed hard
disk took 2 hours 31 minutes. (A larger drive would take
longer.) By comparison, in 1988 SpinRite 1.0 took over
12 hoursto perform similar testson a120 MB hard drive.
Gibson Research's cdlams of speed improvements is no
exaggeraion. My fixed hard disk was pronounced very
heslthy - no defects, no bad spots, etc.

Operations on the internal Jaz drive with a SCSl connec-
tion took 14 hours48 minutes. Again, aclean bill of hedth.
Levd 4 testson the ZipPlus drive with a pardld connec-
tion and a diskette drive took 4 hours 48 minutes and 6
minutes, respectively. Both came through  beaming with
hedith.

One reason SpinRite is able to perform such deep andy-
ses and obtain an accurate picture of fixed or removable
storage is because it does not depend on your operating

system or hard drive control mechanisms. It bypassesfea
tureslikeread/write caches, which aretricks used to make
disks appear faster than they redly are. It works with the
disk controller. In short, it digs down into the guts of the
driveand controller to doits job. No other utility program
does this.

lomega Zip and Jaz

A small percentage of Zip and Jaz drive users experience
aphenomenon caled the Click of Deegth. While sounding
dramatic, it Imply meansaZip or Jaz drive stops read-
ing/writing aparticular disk or cartridge, or sopsworking
with media. The cause is suspected to be unreliable writ-
ing to the removable media

Gibson Research, the maker of SpinRite 5.0, is working
on solutions. First, SpinRite 5.0 can recover some Click
of Death disks and cartridges. The likelihood of success
depends a lot on specific technica characteritics of the
disk or cartridgeinvolved. But, SpinRite doeswork often
enough to be a useful toal.

Second, Gibson Research is now working on two addi-
tiond programs for removable media. A utility will check
drives to see if they are unreliably writing to disks and
cartridges. Another program, Windows-based, is being
designed to fix aremovable disk or cartridge (if possble)
after the Click hitsit, or possibly, through regular monitor-
ing, beforeit hits. If you have an lomega or another brand
removable mediadevice, check out Zip & Jaz Drive Click
Degth Research and join Gibson's mailing ligt to recaeive
announcements. Also, contact lomega and suggest they
provide Gibson Research more open assistance in this f-
fort. It will benefit them and you.

Conclusion

Inthelast 10 years, | have found no other utility program
that makes me fed safer about the degp down workings
of a hard disk drive, a critical component of my com-
puter. Too few accounting firms and corporations use
SpinRite, and dl seem to experience some type of time-
wadting, frudtrating, expensvehard disk problems. SpinRite
Isfar less expensivethan data lossand hard disk replace-
ment, especidly asthedisk ages. SpinRiteistheonly prod-
uct | have and continue to recommended to anyone and
everyone usng aPC.

For more information, visit the SpinRite web site at
WWW.QIC.com.
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Adobe Job Connection Provides
Online Career Opportunities and
Business Services

New Service Creates Community for Cre-
ative Professionals on Adobe.com

Continuing to make Adobe.com adestination sitefor cre-
ative professionas, Adobe Systems Incorporated today
announced the launch of Adobe Job Connection (http:/
www.adobe.com/jobconnection).

Anonlineresource center on Adobe.com for cregtive pro-
fessondswho want to expand their reach by offering ser-
vices and conducting business on the Web, Adobe Job
Connection includes a host of services from Adobe and
its partners, including Adobe®ePortfolio, JobOptions,
HOW Magazine, WebEx, and Red Gorilla. Throughthese
partnerships, Adobe Job Connection visitors can conduct
much of their day to day business online. Services offered
include posting creativework samples, searching for quali-
fied employers and employees, hogting online meetings,
digtributing invoices and more.

"Adobe Job Connection will help creetive professonas
managether work and carersmoreefficiently,” said Gloria
Chen, Adobe.com'’s director of Strategy and Business
Development. "From budding fredlance businessesto es-
tablished design firms, Job Connection helps cregtive pro-
fessona's connect to the right tools for running their bus-
nesses."

Adobe Job Connection features Adobe ePortfolio, which
alows crestive professonals to post their work samples
and resumes online. Progpective employers may also use
Adobe ePortfalio to find taented professonds with the
skills and experience required for a wide variety of cre-
ative jobs.

Adobe ePortfolio Sweepstakes Beginning February 7,

2000, Adobe Job Connection visitorswho register on the
free ePortfolio service are automaticaly entered into a
sweepstakes to win a firgt prize conssting of a design
workgtation festuring an AppleiMac DV, an Adobe Web
Collection softwarebundle, and acopy of AdobelnDesign.

Five second prize winners will each receive Adobe's
GoLived.0 software.*

Additional Services Offered on Adobe Job
Connection

For Adobe.com visitors seeking jobsin any industry, con-
Sidering relocation or just looking a what's available,
Adobe Job Connection featuresacustomized, co-branded
ste with JobOptions . Providing comprehensive career
services, JobOptions.com enables job seekers to search
employers for open positions, access career tools and
advice, and sgn-up for custom job dert emails.

WebEX's red-time communications infragtructure dlows
Adobe Job Connection vistors to indantly share every-
thing from documents and presentations to gpplications
and desktops. By ddlivering red-timedata, voiceand video
through a standard browser, WebEx transforms the Web
into alive, interactive meeting place.

Andliancewith Red Gorilladlows Adobe.com Job Con-
nection visitors to easily capture time and expenses, then
create and deliver professiona-looking invoicesthrough a
smple Web interface.

*No purchase is necessary to enter the Adobe ePortfolio
Sweepstakes. Contest runs from February 7, 2000
through March 10, 2000. Visitorsmust be age 18 or ol der
resding inthe U.S. or Canada (excluding Quebec). Apple
iMac DV workstation and Adobe software total approxi-
mate value U.S. $3097. Adobe GoL ive 4.0 software ap-

Managers vs. Engineers

submitted by
John Burres burresv@pacbell.net

A group of managers were given the assgnment to
measure the height of aflagpole. So they go out to
the flagpole with ladders and tape measures, and
they' refaling off theladders, dropping thetape mea-
sures—the whole thing is just a mess. An engineer
comes dong and sees what they're trying to do,
waksover, pullstheflagpole out of theground, lays
it flat, measures it from end to end, givesthe mea-
surement to one of the managers and walks away.
After the engineer has gone, one manager turns to
another and laughs. “1sn't that just like an engineer,
we're looking for the height and he gives us the

length?




Review of Microsofts Intellimouse
William, G Fiske, wfiske@juno.com

| have alarge box amogt filled with mice - different types,
manufacturers, and styles. Still | yearn for apointer that |
can cadl my own. Or a least one that requires minimum
maintenance and is comfortable.

After disassembling cleaning and reassembling my latest
mouse the sticky jerky symptoms were gone, but not the
frustration of needing to know about the care and feeding
of these beasties. While sirolling through a store | spied
one of Microsoft’s newest toys, a mouse called
“Intdlimouse explorer. Thispointer touts having no mouse
bl to clean. Postioning is accomplished with an optical
sensor. The street price is about sixty bucks. The cord
has an adapter for either USB or serid 1/0. Sincethe only
USB device | have is a digitd camera | dected to use
USB. Ingalation was automatic. The only problem |
encountered wasthat | had to ingtal the USB driver manu-
dly.

Pros. Glideslike silk on wood, mouse pad, pants|eg, rug,
and the padm of the hand. -Hasno mousebdl or rollersto
clean -infact no partsfor the user to routindy messwith.
-Has two thumb controllable switches on the left Sde of
the case which are programmable or default to the for-
ward and back buttons while on the internet. (I didn’t
reprogram the switches) - It dso has the normd two
buttons on top plus ascroll whed al of which functioned
flawlesdy. The USB port alowed two pointers to work
at once.

Cons | have afairly large hand but the pointer isto large
for me therefore extended use is uncomfortable. The web
buttons were ether not positioned for my hand of | am
unable to acquire the dexterity required for easy use.
However | was ableto easily engagethe back button when
| didn't wishit.. Booting to “Safe Mode’ was a surprise
as| didn't redize that the USB driversdid not load in this
mode. Ingaling a serid mouse cured the problem.

My oldest son has hands about three eights longer than
mine and daimed that the device fit him perfectly. Hint,
Hint. Evenif itisnot perfect | will useit till | get some of
my money back

Cookies
Howard Engel

Thereisasmadl aticle at the bottom of pages 8 and 9 of
the March 2000 issue of Consumer Reports about com-
panies that track your web accesses.

Doubleclick, as you probably know is a mgor player in
this game. Consumer Reports says you can opt out of
Doubleclick by going to www.doubleclick.net/
privacy_palicy/privacy.htm and following the ingtructions
found there.

Consumer Reports al so suggeststhat you check out addi-
tiona dteslike http://opt-out.cdt.org (which tellsyou how
to opt out of alot Stes), www.epic.org/privacy/tools.html
(which has links to a number of cookie busters and Stes
that provide anonymity), and www.junkbusters.com (which
has dl sorts of information on privacy).

Consumer Reports mentions that Matchlogic, an ad net-
work has placed invishleimagescaled “trangparent GIFS’
on consumer Stesthat can send informationto Matchlogic
about vigtors. 1'd like to know more about this.

| don't bother with cookies, and cookies don’t bother
me. | have an empty read-only file* cookiestxt”. | don't
get any cookies or any notifications that someone is ask-
ing for a cookie, and | have yet to have any difficulty in
accessing aSte asaresult.

Can you go from Mac to IBM

without flattening?

http: //www.onelist.com [PHOTOSHOP]
Oneligt: Theleading provider of free email com+
munity services

Does anyone know if you can transfer a Mac
Photoshop filewith multiplelayersto PC Photoshop
without flattening the layers? K Hummel

Sure, Just be sure to name thefile xxx.psd
Gary Mondshine mondshine@mediaone.net
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Need Help?

Dennis Atherton

hardware - any, networking , WIN95 setups
dennis_atherton@yahoo.com 7-11 evenings

Steve Carter

0S/2 -_scarter@vcnet.com 805-598-8455 til 9 pm
Barbara Cott desktop publishing, Excel, Photoshop, web
pages _bobbie@wagn.net 805-581-2495 weekends
Howard Enge

Word 6, programming in PASCAL or ADA
engdh@qtenet 805-523-7602 9 am - 10 pm

Will Fiske

Win95/3.11/3.1, DOS 6.2 and down to 5
wfiske@juno.com after 6 pm

Roger Freeman

online researching

updatel @ez2.net 805-579-8426 before 10

Spencer Hartman Digitad Research DOS 6, Novell DOS
7.0 WordPerfect 6.1 for DOS, batch files
805-522-7212 if no answer, lv msg 10 am - 10 pm
Gordon Huff modems, Tdix, FDISK
wabfmx@worldnet.att.net 805-499-3494

Lucy Lediaev Basc Windows & Office, Basc HTML &
graphics concepts

lucyl @cnmnetwork.com evenings 6-9:30 pm & wknds
David Ringwood

hardware - jolyon@mail.westworld.com

Oliver Stockton

MSWord , Wndows 95, Beginners
SimiClown@aol.com 805-581-2991 24 hours/ 7 days
Robert Sully

Hardware Questions, OS's (Win95 and OS2)

BASIC Programming, Beginning Visud Basc
rcs@malibyte.com

DeeTillman

Office 97 Word & Excd, WordPerfect, Commodore,
Applell dtillman@juno.com 805-526-1395, after 4
Gaylord Trubey

DOS internet, WIN 3.x, WIN 95, software hardware
gaylordt@juno.com 805-526-2077

Dick Uhlman

XTree (1-3), Windows, DOS Excd
computerwizard@juno.com

805-583-2174 & 805-583-2804 5pm - 8pm
Karleen Volz

BASIC questions, DOS WIN 3.11, WIN 95 WIN NT,
basic hardware questions

kvolz@juno.com 7pm - 9:30pm & weekends

Simi Valley Computer User Group is a
non-profit gpecia interest group for the benefit of
anyone interested in learning more about computers
and how to usethem.Medtingsare hdd twiceamonth.
The Generad Mesting meets a 7:30 pm on the second
Thursday of each month, the Hardware / Software
Mesting is held at the same time on the fourth
Wednesday of each month. The meetings areheld at
the Smi Vdley Rubic Library, inthe Community Room.

If you need further information about the mestings,
call Barbara Cott at 805-581-2495. Further
information can be found & ww.svcug.org or send
emal to info@svcug.org Vistors are welcome to
come and see what our group is al about without
obligation to join. However, if you find our megtings
to be beneficid to you, we hope you will join and
support our group. Dues are $24 per year or $13 for
6 months.

It hasto say this: Smi Valey Computer User
Group (SVCUG), consisting of its officers and
membership, is notaffiliated with any computer
hardware or software manufacturers. Articles
contained in this publication may not necessarily reflect
the views and opinions of SVCUG. SVCUG makes
no warranty of the suitability or inability to use any
product or service,

Ad Rates

Smadl member ads are free.
(business card Sze)
/4 page - $25/mo
1/2 page - $50/month
full page - $100/month.
Send your cameraready art to Editor at
bobbie@wan.net.

Membership Rates
$24/year or $13/6 months.
Includes user group pricing, expert computer Q& A,
newdetter (mailed/online),

BBS, email address, raffle.

For membership information,
email Howard Engel, Treasurer

engel h@gte.net




Local Computer User Groups

Appleholics Anonymous
Chuck Baca 805-650-7503

Tony Pizza 805-482-3453

2nd Sat 9:30 am

3169 Teegraph Road. Ventura

Conejo Valley Genealogical Society
Albert Richardson, Chairman  (NEW)
(805) 492-2029

bf140@qte.net

CVMUG (Mac club)

Susie Herrera 805-484-2259
sherrera@vcnet.com

Generd Medting: 1¢ Thursday, 7 pm
Novice SIG: 4th Monday

Internet SIG: Quarterly

Westmingter Presbyterian Church, Camarillo

Commodore 64/128 Users
Loyd Couch: 805-483-9200

BBS: 805-382-1125

Generd Medtings. 1t Sat., 10 am

Cd Fed Bank, 430 Arnelll Road, Camarillo
Tech Meeting: 2nd Sat, 10 am

Boys-Girls Club, 126 E. 7th Street, Oxnard

Channel Islands PC Group

Toby Scott, 805-981-1212

Website: www.cipcug.org

Generd Mesting: 14t Sat, 9 am Camarillo Airport
0S/2 Corner: 2nd Sat, 9:30 am

Gold Coast CUE of Ventura County
Tim Rainville, 805-525-3873 rainvilt@vcssk12.caus

Daysvary, 4 pm
Camarillo area or local school

Leisure Village Club

Neil Iven, 805-383-0016 |nivenl@juno.com
1« Friday, 10am Camarillo

1st Monday, MAC group

2nd Friday, Communications

3rd Wednesday, Novice

Simi Conejo Linux User Group
Website: Valeywww.psilord.com/sdug
Meets every other Saturday at 6 pm at
Nortel, 4100 Guardian Street, Simi

MacValley Users Group
Daphne Gruberman (818) 998-7025
1st Wednesday

Wilkinson Senior Center

8956 Vandden Street, Northridge

Simi Valley Computer User Group
Barbara Cott 805-581-2495 bobbie@wgn.net
Webste: www.svcug.org

Main medting: 2nd Thurs 7:30 pm
Hardware/Software Meeting: 4th Wed, 7:30 pm
Smi Vdley Library

Thousand Oaks

Personal Computer Club
Harry Isaman 805-405-8323
Website www.vcnet.com/topec

4th Thurs. 6:30pm Jan-Oct

3rd Thurs: 6:30 Nov-Dec

Goebbel Sr Ctr or T.O. Library

TUGNET

Webste: www.tugnet.org
meets every Tues, 7pm
Granada Pavilion

11128 Badboa Granada Hills.

Ventura Beginners PC Users’ Group
Howard Wilson 805-647-0360

3rd Sat, 10 am

Club House, BenaVentura Mobile Home Estate

11407 Darling Road

Ventura

Windows Publisher User Group
Bob Tracy 482-7092

bobtracy @vcnet.com

3rd Tuedays, 7 pm

Cd Fed Bank BIdg, 430 Arneill Road, Camarillo

March, 2000
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ZoneAlarm, A Free Firewall
Howard Engel

| have recently downloaded and installed ZoneAlarm 2.0,
freefirewall software from www.zonelabs.com. Itinstalled
without difficulty, it has awell designed user interface, and
it has someinteresting features. Steve Gibson (Spinrite) at
this time recommends it tentatively; his hesitancy is be-
cause of itsrecent release, which meansthat he has not yet
had sufficient experience with it to be sure of its stahility.

Y ou download an executablefile of 1514K B, which you run
to install the program. One of the questions you are asked
what kind of connection you have - Modem/Dial-up, DSL,
IDSN, Cable modem, or TI/LAN. The instaled program
occupies 800K B.

Asingtalled, the program boots when Windows opens. On
my machine, the first time ZoneAlarm booted, there was a
main ZoneAlarm window in the middle of my screen, and
also aminiature of this (called ashell toolbar) at the bottom
of the screen, overlapping my taskbar when the taskbar
was not hidden. In addition, there was an icon in the right
portion of the taskbar in which your time may appear. On
subsequent boots, the main window did not appear, but it
could be opened by left clicking on the ZoneAlarm icon in
the miniature window.

L et me now describe the main window, then the shdll toolbar,
and then the icon on the task bar.

The main window has five panels.

Thefirst, thetraffic panel, shows Internet upload and down-
load activity. The associated button opens adropdown win-
dow that showsthelast program to accessthe Internet, the
date and time of that access, the number of bytes uploaded
to day, and the number of bytes downloaded today. The
second panel shows an open or closed lock, indicating
whether the connection from your computer to the Internet
is open or locked, and a text field indicating how long the
connection has been open or closed. The associated button
opens a dropdown window enabling you to configure how
you want the lock to work; you can have the Internet lock
when your screensaver is activated, or lock after a period
of Internet activity that you choose; you aso can choose
whether or not to allow certain programs you have selected
(caled Pass Lock programs) to bypass this lock.

Thethird pand has the Stop button, which shuts off al con-
nectionsto the Internet immediately; access can berestored
by pressing the button again, but you must restore the

Internet connections. The associated button opens a
dropdown window that alows you to set security levelsfor
local and Internet zones, and to block programs on your
machine from acting as servers in these zones; set the se-
curity levels high, and block you machine from acting as a
server. Further, detailed control of your local net isavailable
by pressing the Advanced button in this window.

The next pand displays the icons of your programs cur-
rently connected to the Internet. The icon of a program
currently communicating with the Internet blinks. The as-
sociated button opens a dropdown window that shows all
programs that have attempted to access the Internet, and
alows you to adjust the accessrights of each of those pro-
grams.

Clicking on the icon in the last panel alows you to access
the online help, which is on the web, not on your computer.
This help is pretty good, well organized, and well written.
The associated button opens a dropdown window that a-
lows you to make a few program configuration choices:
whether the ZoneAlarm window will be on top during Internet
activity, whether ZoneAlarm will be loaded at Startup, and
whether the shell toolbar will be shown.

The shell toolbar displays either four or five icons, corre-
sponding to the panelsin the main ZoneAlarm window. The
four that are always shown are the traffic icon (which ac-
tualy showstraffic), alock that may be open or closed and
that has a red ‘X’ on it when closed, a functioning Stop
button, and a ZoneAlarm icon. The fifth icon is the pro-
gram most recently used on the Internet. The Zone Alarm
icon can be used to display the main ZoneAlarm window,
as has been mentioned early, but it doesthisonly if themain
ZoneAlarmwindow has not previoudy been open and mini-
mized. If the main ZoneAlarm window has been minimized,
then the minimized window must be clicked to expand it.

Theicon on the task bar has either of two appearances. |If
the connection to the Internet islocked, it appearsasaclosed
locked bearing ared ‘x’. If that connection isopen, it looks
more like an Internet traffic flow icon. In ether case, the
only way to shut down the ZoneAlarm program is to right
click on thisicon and choose Shutdown ZoneAlarm.

There are additiona details that have been omitted from
this description, which you may discover by running the pro-
gram or reading the online help.



UNIX Man, please ligen(2)

My Ipd(8) ismissan’

UNIX Man

The wo-o-0-orld is at(1) your command.
He' saswise as he can be

Useslex and yacc and C

UNIX Man, can you hdp me At dl?

Beatles songs: IF Lennon &
McCartney had grown up in the
90s...

Eleanor Rigby

Eleanor Rigby

Sits at the keyboard

And waits for aline on the screen
Livesinadream

Watsfor asgnd

Finding some code

UNIX Man, don't worry

Test with time(1), don't hurry UNIX Man

The new kernel boots, just like you had planned.
He' sared UNIX Man Sitting in hisUNIX LAN
Making al hisUNIX .plans For nobody ...
Making al his UNIX .plans For nobody.

That will make the machine do some more.
Wha isit for?

All the londly users, where do they al come from?
All the londly users, why does it take o long?

Guru MacKenzie

Typing the lines of a program that no one will run;

lsn't it fun?

Look a him working,

Munching some chips as he waits for the code to com-
pile;

It takesawhile...

All the londly users, where do they al come from?

All the londly users, why does it take so long?

Eleanor Rigby

Crashes the system and loses 6 hours of work;
Fedslike ajerk.

Guru MacKenzie

Wiping the crumbs off the keys as he types in the code;
Nothing will load.

All thelondly users, where do they al come from?

All the londly users, why does it take S0 long?

Unix Man

He' sared UNIX Man
Stting in hisUNIX LAN
Making dl hisUNIX plans

For nobody.

Knows the blocksi ze from du(1)
Cares not where /dev/null goesto
Isn't heabit likeyou

And me?

Write in C (“Let it Be”)

When | find my code in tons of trouble,

Friends and colleagues come to me,
Speaking words of wisdom:
“Writein C.”

Asthe deadline fast approaches,
And bugs are dl that | can see,
Somewhere, someone whispers.
“Writein C.”

Writein C, Writein C,
Writein C, oh, Writein C.
LOGO' sdead and buried,
Writein C.

| used to write alot of FORTRAN,
For science it worked flawlesdy.
Try usng it for graphicd

Writein C.

If you've just spent nearly 30 hours,
Debugging some assembly,

Soon you will be glad to

Writein C.

Writein C, Writein C,
Writein C, yesh, Writein C.
BASIC' s not the answer.
Writein C.

Writein C, Writein C
Writein C, oh, Writein C.
Pascal won't quite cut it.
Writein C.




Something

Something in the way it falls,

Defies the dgorithm’slogic!
Something in the way it coredumps...
| don’t want to leave it now

I"ll fix this problem somehow

Somewhere in the memory | know,

A pointer’ s got to be corrupted.
Stepping in the debugger will show me...
| don’t want to leave it now

I’'m too close to leave it now

Y ou're asking me can this code go?
don’t know, | don’t know...

What sequence causes it to blow?

| don’'t know, | don’'t know...

Something in the initidizing code?
And dl | haveto doisthink of it!
Something in the listing will show me...
| don’t want to leave it now

I’ll fix thistonight | vow!

submitted by NOVANIKON@aol.com

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING

Small member ads
(business card size) are free.

1/4 pg-$25/mo  1/2 pg - $50/month
full pg - $100/month

Send cameraready art to Editor by mail /
emall or cal 805-581-2495.

Should bein ASCII. Deadlineis near the end
of the month.

Simi Conejo
Linux Users Group
LUG Fest

The Smi-Congo Linux Users Group proudly invites
al Southern Cdifornia Linux users and Linux Users
Groups to participate in SCLUG's second annua
LUGFest (aka LUGFest 1.0).

Held in Smi Valley, Cdifornia, a LUGFest is a
"demofest” where Linux applications are demoed for
al comers. Therewill dso be mini-seminarson vari-

ous Linux-related subjects. And, if you have aLinux
goplication you're particularly good at, fed free to
volunteer to demoit a the LUGFest. Y ou can Sign up
at hitp://lugfest.sclug.org/sgnups.cai. Show off your

skilld Impress your friends!

Thisyear'sLUGFest has more demosand more spon-
sorsthan last year's, and will be even better!

Help uspublicizethe LUGFest! Passthisemail dong!

And if you know of aplace where Linuxersor poten-

tia Linuxers hang out, please grab a copy of a
LUGFes flier and pogt it there. They can be gotten
at hitp://lugfest.sdug.org/lugfest-flyer/flyer.html or http:/
Nlugfest.sclug.org/lugfest-flyer/flyer2.html.

Help us make this Linux event a notable onel

For more info, see http://lugfest.sclug.org Well see
you on the 18th of March! Happy Linuxing!

SCLUG
"Gareth J. Greenaway" gareth@wiked.org




JOBS: [multimedia]
Re:Flash jobs in LA available

If nothing else here is a solid indication of the
importance of Flash and the need for drawing
and lifedrawing skills.

Cheers

John M. Grzywacz-Gray

Moor park College, Media Arts Institute
805.378.1400 x1875

fax: 805.378.1499

In a message dated 2/15/00 8:14:56 PM,
PamRecruit@aol.comwrites:

Please distribute the following info to anyone who
might be interested:

An internet company in Encino developing origind
content for the web. Hereisinfo:

DISCLAIMER: RECRUITING INFO FOL-
LOWS. THISIS NOT MEANT TO LURE OR
ENTICE ANYONE AWAY FROM A JOB OR
COMPANY. THIS MESSAGE IS ONLY FOR
THOSE LOOKING FOR WORK. INFORMA-
TION ONLY. FEEL FREE TO SHAREWITH A
FRIEND

THIS IS NOT MEANT TO LURE OR ENTICE
ANYONEAWAY FROM A JOB ORCOMPANY .

THISMESSAGE ISONLY FOR THOSE L OOK-
ING FOR WORK. INFORMATION ONLY.

FEEL FREE TO SHARE WITH A FRIEND

2/15/00

Credtive Los Angdesinternet company (located in Encino) with
energetic, informa atmosphere producing origina content for
web delivery islooking for:

Senior Flash Animator: Animators with knowledge of
Macromedia Flash wanted to create weekly on-line series.
Candidates should have abackground in 3D or traditiond ani-
mation. Strong traditiond artsskills: life drawing, color, charac-
ter animation. Computer skills. Internet experience aplus. The
hired candidate will use Flash to ddliver the work of ateam of
traditiond artigts, writers, actors and internet designers. Flash
animator will aso be respongble for creating specid effects
and lighting effectswithin Hash aswedll ascreative use of assets
to augment storytelling and minimize download.

Junior Flash Animator: Experience usng MacromediaHash
to create on-line animations, interfaces, and/or games. Other
software important such as Photoshop and vector based illus-
tration software (lllustrator, Freehand). Solid digital art skills.
Life drawing skills preferred. Animation experience preferred.
Ability to work multiple projects a once a must. Understand-
ing of on-line content and ddlivery. Junior Hash animatorsshould
be able to prepare rough artwork, optimize files, be able to
draw and create smple background art based on drawingsfrom
traditiond artists. Candidate should aso have some knowledge
of Has4 ActionScript for cregting interactivity.

Flash Artist (Background Artist) Candidate should have
good drawing skills and an eye for detall. Candidate is familiar
with drawing toolsin Flash 4. Hash artist will beresponsiblefor
recreating hand-drawn art within flash in preparation for color-
ing. Flash artist will o prepare and dlign piecesfor animating,
create artwork composed of repeating elements to take ad-
vantage of file 9ze saving featuresin FLASH

Colorists: Must understand color, shading and shadows. Flash
preferred but will talk if you know know Photoshop or Illus-

trator and have astrong portfolio including life drawing and that
shows you understand lighting and color.

Traditiona animatorginbetweeners are d so needed!
Please send a resume to our recruiter

Pamela Thompson
FAX 818 504 2631 Email: PamRecruit@aol.com
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Simi Valley Computer User Group
2718 Kadota Street

Simi Valley, CA 93063

March Meetings

Thursday, 3/9/2000
Home Computer Security

Wednesday, 3/22/2000
2CoolPC




